JAMIE CULLUM &
LARS ULRICH

azz metal fusion!

Lifelong Metallica fan Jamie Cullum (yes, really...) interviews
one of his idols after discovering that Lars Ulrich is as inspired
by Miles Davis as he is by Deep Purple

§C: Caa 1 start by talking to you aboat your

childhood becanse | know you came from
nol only & sparting family but a musical one.
LIY: My elad wee & professionnl tennis ph‘l'rf'T
bt | chink his hesant and his whiole reagon for
exbsting was music. He wrote ahout music for
Danish newspapers amd started off playlog
clarinet iy jazx hands and then later went to
thie suxophone. Copentagen (n the "50w and
‘il b @ thriving, healthy music seene and
a lot of American jazz performers came o
Scandinavia, particularly Copenhagen, and
fomimal nn puslenice for what they were dodnjt
i bt o them enled g living in Denmark, and
oy bl because of his passion for this masi
and also becase Copenhagien is quite o small
plae, ended up befrbending a lot of them and
they started hongling arounad ghe hoose

Which musicians were hanging around?
Dexter Gordon was actually my gondfather. My
father was very close with Dexter, whao lved
I Denmiark for vears, The other guys who
were part of the inner cirele were people Heoe
Somny Rollins, Ben Webster, Don Cherry — he
lved two streets over from us and | played
with his ;ur|'|1|.'I:||;gh:r| Neneh, who as o
kmow! hevame a pop singer,

You came 1o London on family trips, do you
remnember secing music heret

Yeah, my dad woold play Wimbledon. We
woarld spend the better part of June here
eyery year and would usually hive a house.
The biggest music memory §have, in my litte
ok my panenis put dogether of my travels, is
that we saw the Stomes at Hyde Park in 651
have picturnes of royvself in the audiemnce

Dl yonar family encourage you to play music
or was it something you moves! fowards
ecauge you were surrounded by so much
e

Mussic became my cscape awiy from the
discipline of tenniz. The Ulrich éu|||1|_'- MATE
was part of o Dandsh dynasty, my grandtather
wits a very well kndmin tennks pliver, moy dad
my unche - &t one point the Danish Dovis
Cup vearm wias my dadd as the captaln and my
wmcde, In 19749 | landed in Sarasota, Floglda
and 1 get thrown Into the Nick Bollettien
tennis academy and % six to eight hours of
drilling every day, [fke being in military camp,
hardly amy freedomes, Bghis out 8t nine. bor
a kil groawing up in o very bohemian, liberal,
arisy uphringing in Copenhagen, it wos a
culiure shock, so rmasic really helped me in
that year, with American Rock radéo, AC; s
“Highwmy to Hell'

Who got your frst drsm kit?

My gramidmother got me my first drom ki
in Denmark bedore we moved 10 AAeTici, in
76 or 77 | wanted to e Inn Fadeo from Deep
Purple or John Coghian frorm Staius Uges or
just it there in my basement alter tennis
pristice and play along with records,

Deep Purple were an important band for
you, weren't they? You saw them Hve, |
bedieve, and it really made you think about
wanting to be a drummer...

Yeab, in Felruary 1973 there was a lenni=

e e
'WHAT ABOUT THE
BACK IN BLACK OF
JAZZ MUSIC? KIND OF
BLUE, THAT’S A GREAT
PLACE TO START’

LARS LRLRICH

tarmament in Copenhagen at the KB Hallen
|venue] — tennis ormarments always start
oy Momsday and on that Sunday night Deep
Purple played the same venue, 2o all the
Lerinks p|.|'.~|':r5 were given free Hickets. My dal
towsk me and [ saw Bitchie Blackrmore thro
his gt ar ward and lam Gillan seream, ol
Diesesp Purple were the first hard rock band that
| haecarmee cdhsessed with

In an aliernate universe whiere you could ry
and get some hard rock fan nto jao, whad
wenualel yoeun plany thesn?

Erm, what about the Fack in 8lack of Jaes
musicT Kirud of Blue, that's probabdy a great
place to start, The hard rock world amd ihe
jazs world meel each other in a place that's
iy et as for away s o lof of hard rock
(v would think,

| ilxink wou're eight, it's amasing how often
yiou can just come back to that recornd.

Bant (s the sarme with Sack im Block. T've got &
i 3-year-odil andd a 10-yesr-obd and they're jusi
starting to get into Metallica, Guns N Roses,
Deep Purple and Black Sabbath, 50 we listen
i i ot of the stafl on the cer-ride bo schsol

v know *dind, play “Back in Black’, play “Shool
to Thrill™ — arud yoan lEsten (o Fack i Sloek and
it senads & great today as it did 31 years ago,
It's the same thing with Kimd af 8lee, you put
It on onee or twdce and B sounds as resh, as
redeyvant, as it did 50, 40-whotever years ago

B you're not on the rond, you are with your
Eamily T

IFve got theee kids at home soits ke “hanging
with the kids, putting thesm to sleep, or going
™, 1t's ot e whait it was in the S0s, I'm
sy bo sy [lavghs)|. @

Hear [.'|1.|'|'4.rm'§ful'|! tnferview with rich, on
the furmle Cinlliem Shoar, Redio 2, September 20
[fram Fmm io Bpm
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